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Introduction 

The need for the perfection of 
women roles and responsibilities is a 
continuous assignment for every individual 
member of the family as well as the society 
in general. This is because the mission of 
Islam in all its rules and regulations is to 
make human beings morally worthy being 
and a pleasant personality who will not on 
any occasion take more than his/her 
normal share, who will not deny other 
people’s rights, who will recognize his/her 
roles and carry them out willingly for its 
perfection. This mission also teaches 
human being to cherish simple natural 
justice and abhor any act of indecency 
which will be achieved only by attainment 
of the Islamic objective of soul purification 
which will put him/her on the path of 
righteousness. In a nutshell, Muslim 
Ummah in general will not be able to spell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
out their various roles without Islamic 
education.  
 
Education 

Education has been defined by 
scholars from several perspectives. 
According to the World Book 
Encyclopaedia as cited by Badamasiuy 
(2008) in a journal “Education and 
Development in Northern Nigeria”.  

Education refers to the ways in 
which people learn skill and gain 
knowledge and understanding about 
the world and about themselves. 
This knowledge covers the 
intellectual, social and moral 
aspect. The way of learning can be 
formal, informal or non-formal.  

In describing the concept of 
education Lemo (ND) as cited by Ahmed 
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(1996) explained that, Education can be 
understood from its aim and objectives. 
The true aim of education is to facilitate 
the balance growth of the total personality 
of man spiritually, intellectually, 
rationally, rational self feelings and bodily 
sense” 
In enumerating the objectives of Islamic 
Education Ahmed (1996) stated some 
objectives as follows:  
1) Moral training is the essence of 

Islamic Education, in his explanation 
he continuous that “this does not 
underestimate the physical, mental, 
scientific and practical aspects”.  

2) Simultaneous concern with religion 
and worldly life.  

3) Stress on the profitable aspects of 
education. 

4) Study of Science for the sake of 
Science.  

5) Vocational, technical and industrial 
education for earning livelihood. 

In the above classification of the objectives 
of Islamic education, we can clearly 
understand that Islam does not 
restrict the aims and objectives of 
education to its religion or secular 
aspects. This could be justified by 
the Prophet’s admonishment in a 
tradition saying that: 

Work for your worldly life as if you 
would live forever, and work for the 
hereafter, as if you would die 
tomorrow.   

Therefore, education to a Muslim 
should aim at the balance growth of the 
total personality of man due to its benefit. 
This is because Islamic education aims at 
developing a person who believes in Allah 

and His Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) 
understand Islam and the Divine Law 
which govern the whole universe and the 
creatures.  
 
Women Education  

Islam as a comprehensive religion 
that deals with all individuals in nature be 
it male or female, young and old, Muslim 
and non-Muslims, is very explicit about 
women education and their role in the 
society. No servant of Allah is allowed to 
worship his/her Creator in ignorance we 
found it a case that women are not 
recognized in most every society before 
the advent of Islam, they are not regarded 
as vulnerable creatures who are endowed 
with equal rights and responsibilities in 
line with their biological nature as given to 
the men. But press be to Almighty Allah 
(SWT) who fulfil this religion with the 
coming of Muhammad (S.A.W) and 
bestowed His mercy upon the women by 
making provisions for their recognition in 
all spheres of life without any 
discrimination in all ramifications of life 
i.e. spiritual life, social life, economic and 
educational life.  

Islam has made it obligatory on the 
society at large to provide appropriate 
education to the Muslim women. This is 
alludes by the authentic tradition of the 
Prophet (S.A.W) which said: “search for 
knowledge is compulsory upon every 
Muslim (male or females)”. Ibn Majah,  

The above Hadith indicated that 
there is no prejudicial distinction at all 
between male and female with regard to 
education.  
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Also in another Hadith Prophet 
Muhammad (S.A.W) encouraged 
acquisition of knowledge by saying: 

Whoever desires the world must 
acquire learning and whoever 
desires the hereafter must acquire it, 
and whoever wishes the two together 
must obtain learning. 

From the above tradition people 
can easily testified that the religion of 
Islam encourages both male and female 
adherents to strive hard in acquisition of 
knowledge for salvation here and hereafter.  
In recognising women education, we 
cannot easily forget the role played by the 
wives of the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) 
in the field of knowledge, for example 
Aisha bint Abubakar R.A. whom the 
Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) himself gave 
a testimony of her versed knowledge by 
requiring his male and female companions 
to learn from her by saying “Acquire the 
half of your religious knowledge from this 
small reddish lady”.  

Also the scholars of Hadith 
testified that Aisha R.A. reported northern 
2000 traditions from the Prophet 
Muhammad (S.A.W). we learn in the 
history of Islam that many female 
companions are educated in various fields 
of knowledge i.e. Al-Khansa’u a famous 
poets and others like Nusaiba who happen 
to be a courageous woman depending 
Islam in wars and expeditions Safiyya also 
the wife of the Prophet who was very 
learned, others are Ummus-Salamah also 
wife of the Prophet (S.A.W), Rabi’at bint 
Mu’awwad and Aisha Bint Sa’ad bn Abi 
waqqas. For this we can see that women in 
the Islamic society are positively 

encouraged to become teachers, doctors, 
midwives, nurses, poets, etc. (Ruqayyah, 
2004).  

Many Muslim females in the 
Islamic world contributed immensely in 
teaching and learning such as Aisha bint 
al-Shati, Maryam Jameelah, etc. When 
coming down to Nigeria more especially 
northern Nigeria we can take an example 
of Nana Asma’u bint Sheikh Usman bn 
Fodio who played an important role both 
during and after the Jihad waged 1804. 
This is due to the impact of the concerned 
shown by her father Sheikh Usman bn 
Fodio on education and enlightenment of 
women on Islamic and the opportunity 
given to them to participate actively in the 
affairs of the state.  
 
Women’s Role in Islam 

In Islam women has certain role to 
play in the community or society they 
dwells. This is because they are accorded a 
status of an independent human being like 
men. Women are liable to certain roles and 
responsibilities under Islam.  

Badamasiuy (1998) explained in 
various dimensions and from many 
perspectives some status accorded to 
women by the Shari’ah and these could 
guide us to understand the roles supposed 
to play by women with regard to each of 
these status. 

 
1) Women’s role as a vicegerent on 

earth. She is endowed like the men 
counterpart, with the great 
potentialities for the acquisition of 
knowledge and fulfillment of her 
role as the representative of Allah 
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(S.W.T) on earth. She is to worship 
Allah (S.W.T) through the 
observance of general rules and 
regulations of worship by putting 
into consideration that she was 
created in order to worship Him as 
the Qur’anic verse alludes that:  
 

I did not create Jin and the human 
being except to worship me. 

Another verse indicates that 
women are liable for all their misdeed. 

Whoever works righteously, man or 
women and has faith, verily to him 
will we give a new life, a life that is 
good and pure, and we will bestow 
on such their reward according to 
the best of their actions.   

Allah (S.W.T) also said in the Qur’an: 
Never will I suffer to be lost the 
work of any of you, be he male or 
female: ye are members one of 
another… (Q3: 195).  

The above verse alludes to the 
religious equality of men and women, and 
testified that women are rewarded for the 
moral uprightness they observed such as 
been faithful, fain, altruistic, beneficent, 
righteous as well as learned.  
 

2) Women as mothers. As a mother, 
woman is to be loved, respected and 
cared for by the child. Children are 
enjoined to show kindness to parents 
most especially the mother. This is for 
the hardship she encountered through 
the pregnancy, rearing and training of 
the children from infancy to 
adulthood. Allah said in Qur’an that:  
And we enjoined on men (to be 
good) to his parents. In travail upon 
travail did his mother bears him and 

in years twins was his weaning 
(hear the command) show gratitude 
to me and to thy parents. To me is 
*thy final) goal. (Q31:14). 
In a Hadith of the Prophet 

Muhammad (S.A.W) man came and asked 
him (S.A.W): 

Oh Messenger of Allah, who among 
the people is the most worthy of my 
good care? The Prophet (S.A.W) 
answered ‘your mother’, the man 
asked, then who else? The Prophet 
(S.A.W) said ‘your mother’, then the 
man asked then who else? The 
Prophet (S.A.W) said ‘your mother’, 
then your father, then your nearest 
relatives. (Reported by Bukhar and 
Muslim). 

Also in another Hadith the Prophet said: 
“Hurting of parent is equal to the 
hurting of the Creator (Allah 
S.W.T)”. Reported by Bukhar and 
Muslim.  

Many traditions had been reported 
in recognition of the status of mother, so 
for this due consideration given to women 
they have an important responsibilities to 
play in the perfection of their roles in the 
family. They have certain roles to play in 
their matrimonial homes. They should be 
uphold to take care of the domestic 
activities. They need to be helpful to their 
spouses, and be a role model to their 
younger ones both within and outside the 
family. They have to be steadfast in given 
Islamic moral and educational training. 
They need to be vigilant and careful in all 
the activities that went in and goes out of 
the house, this is with the assistance of the 
husband as the head of the family. 
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As mothers we should put eye on 
our children in connection with how they 
intermingle with their peers so as to 
eliminate evil and moral vices in our 
society. The effectiveness of these roles 
and responsibilities depends largely on the 
level of education our women attained to, 
these roles and responsibilities could not 
be identified accordingly without Islamic 
education. Therefore, women should try 
their best and acquire education 
Islamically and otherwise.   

 
3) Women as wives. Every woman as a 

wife should enjoy love, care and 
kindness from her husband. She 
should be treated as a companion to 
her husband as Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W) admonished:  

“women are the companions of 
men”.  

The above Hadith indicated that she 
should not be treated as a slave or a mere 
mistress to be used and dumped. This is 
supported by Badamasuiy (1998), who 
further explained that:  

“The fact that she should respect 
and obey her husband, as a head of 
the family does not make her a slave. 
She is supposed to relate with her 
husband as a partner and friend”.  

Women as wives are regarded as 
safeguards to their husbands as their 
husbands are safeguards to them. Allah 
S.W.T said in the Qur’an: 

You are their garments and they are 
equally your garments.  

In a Hadith reported by A’isha (R.A.) the 
Prophet (S.A.W) said “the best of you is he 
who is best to his family and I am the best 

of you to my family. Reported by Ibn 
Majah and Tirmidzi. This Hadith is 
strongly advising men to show good 
treatment to their wives, honour them and 
consider all the responsibilities shouldered 
on them by Allah (SWT) and His 
Messenger Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W). 
And with regard to the respect of women 
to her husband, Prophet (S.A.W) said:  

If to stay I could have enjoined 
someone to prostrate to someone, I 
could have enjoined a wife to 
prostrate to her husband. 

With the above statements women as 
wives has roles and responsibilities with 
regard to the family in general and 
husbands in particular. They should be as 
friends and partners and try to dwell in 
tranquillity and mercy between their hearts 
as Allah (S.W.T) has designated. This is 
supported with a Qur’anic verse 30:21. 

And among His signs is this, that He 
created for you mates from among 
yourselves that ye may dwell in 
tranquillity with them. And He has 
put love and mercy between your 
(hearts) verily in that are signs for 
those who reflect.   

 

4) Women as Daughters. Women as 
daughters are to be loved and cared for 
by the parents. Prophet (S.A.W) 
specified great reward for bringing up 
a daughter in proper way till she 
reaches the age of puberty or gets 
married.  
Islam forbade the custom of burying 

the female child alive in Jahiliyya period 
and gave her the freedom to life while also 
the noble religion condemned the habit of 
rejecting female children, the behaviour of 
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illiterate people of been ashamed for 
having female children. Qur’an alludes 
that: 

 

When the female (infant) buried 
alive is questioned, for what crime 
she was killed. Q81:8-9. 

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) was reported 
to have said:  

Whoever trained his two daughters 
and gave them in marriage, I and 
him came together in the Day of 
Judgement like this (he joint his two 
pointing fingers together). 

In respect of given good treatment 
to female children Suraqah bn Malik 
reported that the Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W) said: 

Shall I not teach you best form of 
charity? Maintaining your daughter 
who has been returned to you, who 
has got no earning member except 
you. (Badamsiuy, 1998:30). 

 

Therefore, for all the above 
Qur’anic and Prophetic enjoinment, we can 
grasped that a daughter has equal right and 
responsibility to seek knowledge. Parents 
are not permitted to deny her this right just 
because she is a female. She is to be 
education and trained according to Islamic 
norms and values. Until after marriage 
were all her rights are transferred to her 
husband as indicated earlier.  

Her roles as a daughter also is to 
accumulate all the good training given to 
her by her parents, she should be God 
consciousness, she should be prepared to 
face the challenges of a future mother.  
An Egyptian Arab poets is saying: 

“mothers are like a school,  
When you trained them…” 

Conclusion  
Conclusively, we have read in this 

paper the concept of education from the 
Islamic perspective as well as the concept 
of women education in Islam and the role 
and responsibilities of women Islamically 
and otherwise. We have seen the realities 
on the ground were Qur’anic verses and 
Ahadith of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) 
have been quoted in support of this roles 
and responsibilities. Women is under an 
obligation to render assistance to her 
family members in particular and her 
community members in general. She has to 
enjoin what is right and forbid what is 
wrong. She should be an assistance in 
shaping her society to an Islamically ideal 
society, as a vicegerent, as a mother as a 
wife and as a daughter. If we go back to 
history as stated earlier, women companion 
had contributed immensely to the 
development of their families and their 
society both Islamically and worldly. They 
served as teachers, preachers, business 
women, doctors, nurses, poets, etc. So, for 
our women today, we have to immolate 
them and designated our life similarly to 
their for the perfection of our roles and 
responsibilities in the family and society 
by understanding our rights and obligation 
as state by Shari’ah.   
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